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C-210, DAHL'S METHOD FOR CALCIUM 
 
 

Fixation: 95% Alcohol (F-11) or 10% Buffered Neutral Formalin (F-113) 
 
 

Sections: Paraffin @ 6 microns 
 
 

Staining: 
 

1. Deparaffinize and hydrate to 95% Alcohol (D-11). Drain off excess alcohol. 
 

2. Alizarin Red S Working Solution for two (2) minutes. Remove excess stain with five (5) or six (6) 
rinses of distilled water. 

To prepare working stain add 10 ml of Ammonium Hydroxide, 0.1% slowly with constant 
stirring, to 100 ml of Alizarin Red S, 1% (C-210-1). Resulting pH should be 6.36 - 6.40.  
Solution is stable for approximately one month. 

 
3. Counterstain with Light Green Solution (C-210-2) for one minute. Rinse in distilled water for 

five to ten (5-10) seconds. 
 

4. Dehydrate in 95% Alcohol (D-11), Absolute Alcohol, (D-10) and clear in Xylene (C-120), two 
changes each. 

 
5. Mount with Permount (M-18). 

 
Stain Results: 

 
Calcium Salts                       Reddish-Orange 
Background                          Green. 
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